
The Impact  of our Retreat Center... 
   The 6th Annual Pan Orthodox Youth Day held at St. Iakovos Retreat 
Center on June 18, 2011 was definitely a major highlight of my summer.  
It was a fun event for the entire family.  There were over 125 people 
from various churches from Wisconsin and Illinois at the event.  It was 
an exciting and fun day for both children and adults!  There were a 
large variety of activities for all. 

    We had a water balloon toss, went on a train ride and a tractor pulled 
hayride! It was beautiful seeing the entire camp area on the tractor!  
There was a jumping balloon house which the younger children loved!  
We participated in team sports too…we played soccer, baseball and 
basketball games. During the day we had the opportunity to feed the 
horses and pet newborn kittens! They were so cute!  As we walked we 
saw peacocks on the camp ground.  We had a delicious lunch prepared 
by the priests too! It was yummy! 

    The main cabin was beautiful.  New rooms with bunk beds have      
recently been built and the pool next to the main cabin looked perfect 
and ready to dive into!  The St. Iakovos Retreat Center can be used for 
Philoptochos gatherings, JOY and GOYA meetings too.  The annual   
Fanari Summer Camp will be so fun in these new enormous facilities!  
Teens from 6th grade to 11th grade will have many fun summer memo-
ries here for years to come.   My family and I enjoyed the Pan Orthodox 
Youth Day at St. Iakovos Retreat Center very much and we plan to     
attend again in the future! 

Christina Pappas, 15 years old - Wauwatosa,  WI 
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Our Story on Giving to the St. Iakovos Retreat Center 

 

 

 

 
 
 

     The St. Iakovos Retreat Center is an incredibly  
meaningful project for our Greek Orthodox community in 
the Chicago land area. My husband and I are very excited 
to be a part of this spiritually-enriching undertaking. 
     One of my favorite literary authors, Kahill Gibran, once 
said, “All you have shall some day be given. Therefore give 
now, that the season of giving may be yours and not your              
inheritors.” The way I interpret this quote and expand upon 
it is that if you have been blessed with the luxury to give to 
a cause that will bring so much good into the world, then 
why wait? We also know, as Orthodox Christians, that we 
should not hoard our riches, but give with a loving heart. 
This idea is reiterated many times in the Bible. In the Book 
of St. Matthew it says, “Do not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth...but, store up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven...For, where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be.” (Matthew 6: 19-21) 
    Did we wrestle with the idea of giving? I have to be  
honest and say that we did a little bit. This was the largest 
donation that we have ever given to any charity or  
organization and we have two young kids’ futures to think 
about. Those typical thoughts of, “Well, we are in good  
financial shape now and we are set for a while, but what 
about in 20 and 30 years or more?”  Then, I remembered 
some wise words that our Presbytera shared with us at a 
Family Ministry Night last year, “Give with your heart and 
God will always take care of you.”  These words resonated 
in my head and the worrisome thoughts dissipated.  
My husband and I also know that when we have God in our 
hearts, no matter what happens, we will always be OK.  
    We prayed long and hard that night and we were both on 
the same page the next day with the following enlightened 
truths. First, we were very blessed to be financially able to 
do this. How could we not share our  wealth? It would be 
wrong not to! Second, we really believe strongly in this          
endeavor. As a Fanari Camp Alum, I know what a profound 
impact Fanari Camp can have on a young person’s life.  
For me, I believe Fanari Camp helped to positively shape 
my moral character, enriched my  spiritual life and my love 
for our Greek Orthodox faith and created friendships and 
great memories that will last a lifetime. How could I not 
help to continue this awesome tradition for my children 
and their generation, as well as generations to come?  
 
 
Continued next page... 

        Reflections of a $100,000 donor...                                                           



      SPECIAL NEEDS DAY— OCT  29TH, 2011   
POSTED ON FACEBOOK… 

 

           “Thank you to everyone who organized 
the retreat for our children with special need. I 
pray when you close your eyes tonight you see 
my daughter smile and hear her giggles. Eleni 
and Maria you are “koukles” for watching 
Katerina while I attended the discussion. The 
families I met were amazing and the children 
were angels. Please express my gratitude to 
the St Iakovos board and the staff. May God 
bless the board and the staff with the sounds of 
the children's laughter until they close their 
eyes and beyond. Glory be to God and 
as always… “     
              Bill  Boundroukas 

“                 Why we Gave” continued... 

        Finally, we view this donation as an  
investment in not only equipping our children with a 
strong foundation in the Greek Orthodox faith, but 
also as an investment in the continuation and  
maintenance of our faith. The St. Iakovos Retreat 
Center will serve as an instrumental vehicle in 
spreading God’s word.  We will come together as 
many various ministries sharing our experiences 
and growing closer to God. 
     Let us remember that Jesus Christ is our “Chief 
cornerstone,” Who will guide us in building  
something great in His name. We are the “living 
stones,” called to do His work. Let Him guide us in 
building The St. Iakovos Retreat Center together! We 
will continue to annually give what we can to ensure 
that this dream becomes a reality and is sustained 
with our love and support. I hope that if you are able 
to contribute, in any way, that you join us in this  
rewarding journey. May the Holy Spirit fill your 
hearts and homes this Christmas season and  
always! 

    With Christian Agape, 
Your Fellow Greek Orthodox  

Christians 

Thank you... 

To the Clergy Syndesmos 

and many guests at the 

Metropolitan’s Nameday 

Dinner who supported 

us. Over $170,000 in gifts 

and pledges were raised 

for the Retreat Center! 

Thank you to all our     

donors who have          

supported this project 

from the beginning! 

How to Reserve... 
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Please direct any corrections to: 

Nick Kasemeotes—Development  

507-358-6521 

nick@metropolisretreat.org 

Thank you again! 

 

 

To reserve a date for your 

group outing please send an 

email to: saintiakovosrc@aol.com  

Include the dates, approximate 

number of people, contact informa-

tion and name of parish group or 

association.  

Please send all Donations to: St. Iakovos Retreat Center 
40 East Burton Pl. Chicago, IL 60610 

 

 

We are also looking for donors who are willing to making an Annual Commitment to the Re-

treat Center. This Annual Giving Campaign will insure the future of Retreat Center. Thank you! 

 

Annual Giving Campaign 

 

We currently  have 10 rooms donated and are looking for more $100,000 

donors. 

Consider joining our Wall of Recognition with a Leadership Gift and        

becoming an Annual Donor! 

Please cut out and return the forms below. 

Hotel Style Residence Hall 

Planned New Facilities 

 

 


